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ControlDesign.com’s Topic Sponsorship Program allows you to “own” the most important real estate on
ControlDesign.com related to your company’s particular product or solution offering.

Be there when site visitors search using relevant terms. Be there when they visit the topic-specific Resource
Library relevant to your products and solutions. And be there in the Product Resource Center when they seek
information related to your specific product technology.

The Topic Sponsorship Program includes:
« Boombox ad position on the search results page whenever your key terms are searched for.

« Boombox and top leaderboard ad messages whenever users visit the Resource Library on
your particular sponsorship topic.

« Boombox ad message in the relevant category listings of our Product Resource Center.

A limited number of Topic Sponsorships are available on a first come, first served based. Further, Topic Sponsors
will have right of first refusal for future renewals. Contact Jeanne Freedland, your digital sales specialist, to discuss
topic availability—and make sure you own your topic on ControlDesign.com—now and in the future!
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©Our TechFlash focus this month offers suggestions on newer software tools that let builders rely on O Y e e P T T e

off-the-shelf software to do their HMI customization. Contributing Editor Loren Shaum reports, e & B
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For all its basic elements, what really makes a machine tick is the programming of the
# intelligent elements. For larger, more-flexible machines, there can be many software
M packages in play. A worst-case software scenario for machine builders is a HMI e Yoy oty | Ralmeds | Fagaine Wi Fapers | Froaoc e Fvers Subsoibe [ Adveriee (DRSS Comaerl | o6t

package from one supplier, a soft PLC package from a second, a motion package Ill D u r

and/or a vision package from yet another—each based on its own unique code. = - -
Machine builders too often are stuck with customizing drivers to make machine
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elements talk to each other.
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It can help if certain HMI, logic, and motion functions are consistent from machine to machine, with
some of the previously develaped functions portable to new machines.

says Dave Cleveland, president, Timberline Automation, Littleton, Colo. "We develop the HMI in VB,
and use the OPC server to talk to the specified PLC." Timberling, a machine control and vision
integrator, transports very little cade from one application to anather, but has developed functional
kernels to build anto each application. “Most of our HMI screens have a similar look and feel, but are
different for each application, particularly vision projects,” Cleveland says. “We must provide operator
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access to image adjustments without allowing them into the main program. This requires a VB
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Pricing: $800 net per month, with six month minimum commitment to start
($4,800 net due at program inception). Topic sponsorships are subject to availability.
Program includes detailed reporting and performance analysis.

START YOUR TOPIC SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM TODAY.
DON'T LET A COMPETITOR “OWN” YOUR TECHNOLOGY!
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